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Territorial Acknowledgement

University of Guelph is on Indigenous Land.
We acknowledge that the University of Guelph resides on the 
ancestral lands of the Attawandaron people and the treaty 
lands and territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit. We 
recognize the significance of the Dish with One Spoon 
Covenant to this land and offer our respect to our 
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and Métis neighbours. as we 
strive to strengthen our relationships with them. I must also 
acknowledge the horror of residential schools and the other 
legacies of colonialism. I want to learn more and work more 
towards conciliation as called for by Maria Campbell. 
I encourage you to consider doing so too.



Housekeeping

• These slides offer much more detail than I will go into here 
and are intended to serve as an asynchronous resource 

• An accessible PDF of these slides is available.
• I’ll happily answer any questions at the end  
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Academic Publishing Industry
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Open Access - OA

Article Processing Charges APCs (as a 
resource)

Predatory Journals (as a resource)



Academic publishing industry: Top 
players

Taylor & FrancisElsevier

WileySpringer-Nature

Sage

American 
Chemical Society 

(honourable
mention)



Concentration of 
ownership in academic 

publishing

Larivière V, Haustein S, Mongeon P (2015) The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers in the Digital Era. PLOS ONE 10(6): e0127502. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0127502

50% of academic journal articles are 

published by just 5 corporations.

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0127502


Fig 7. Operating profits (million USD) and profit margin of Reed-Elsevier as a whole (A) and of 

its Scientific, Technical &amp; Medical division (B), 1991–2013.

Larivière V, Haustein S, Mongeon P (2015) The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers in the Digital Era. PLOS ONE 10(6): e0127502. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0127502

Elsevier profit margins

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0127502


Reality-Check about Scholarly 
Publishing

5 publishers make 
up around 50% of
the scholarly 
research published.

Libraries are 
charged high 
subscription fees
that often result in 
cancellations.

Vast majority of the 
publications from 
these publishers 
are not open 
access.

These publishers 
make massive 
profit margins from 
free academic 
labour.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Toicon-icon-sharp-corners-cut.svg
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Toicon-icon-sharp-corners-cut.svg
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502


https://www.uoguelph.ca/research/system/files/intellectual_property_policy.pdf

“any form of knowledge or expression 
created partly or wholly with one's  
intellect and which can be legally 
protected”

Canadian Association of Graduate 
Studies

http://www.cags.ca/documents/publications/working/Guide_Intellectual_Property.pdf

Intellectual Property (IP) Defined



Copyright



example



Open Access (OA)



Creative Commons Licences



Creative Commons Licenses 

• Creative Commons licenses allow other people to use your work in various ways 
without needing to ask your permission​

• There are many different licenses available
• https://creativecommons.org/choose/

https://creativecommons.org/choose/


The moral 
case for 
Open Access 

Open is good for society - provides public 
access to publicly-funded research; 
mobilizes knowledge; makes scholarship 
accessible regardless of the ability to pay; 
advances knowledge more quickly!

Greater impact and more frequent citations

Open serves the mission of universities 
(knowledge creation & dissemination) - and 
UofG’s mission & core values specifically 
#ImproveLife

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/publishing-support/open-scholarship-support



The business 
case for Open 
Access

Governments and research funders are increasingly 
requiring open (for all types of research outputs, including 
publications and data)!

Open works (we have a number of services available to 
support your work   OA Journal Hosting, Online Exhibition 
Support, and Institutional Repository Support)

Open takes full advantage of the internet’s capabilities (the 
ability to disseminate knowledge widely and to make the 
content accessible)

Open has impact (research shows that openly available 
works gets more citations than those behind paywalls)

Open  is sustainable, unlike the current commercial 
‘paywalled’ publishing system which puts an undue cost 
burden on universities

Open infrastructure allows for scholarly communication to 
be owned by the community

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/publishing-support/open-scholarship-support



Directory of Open Access Journals



Sherpa/Romeo



The Atrium – UoG Repository



Publications



What is an 
APC?

Article Processing Charge

A fee that researchers pay to 
Open Access Journals that allows 
an article to be freely available 
instead of behind a paywall 



Article Fee

• Article fees are associated with 
print journals.

• They often exist as a charge per 
page or per image included with an 
article.

• Some digital-only journals 
charge article fees in addition to 
article processing fees.



Fees accurate as of July 25, 2017: https://www.the-scientist.com/critic-at-large/opinion-understanding-and-coping-with-rising-publication-costs-30238

Author Publication Fees



Hybrid 
vs.
Fully 
Open

• Hybrid journals
are subscription 
journals with 
the option to 
pay an APC and 
make an article 
Open Access

• Fully Open
journals are 
journals in 
which every 
article is Open 
Access

• (They may or 
may not have 
an APC)



Why would I 
want to pay 
an APC?

To make your article 
Open Access!

Greater impact and 
more frequent citations

More people can read 
your article



Why do APCs 
exist?

Publishers used to make 
their money from journal 
subscriptions

You don’t need a 
subscription to read an Open 
Access article

Publishers still want to make 
money



How much 
does an APC 
cost?

Elsevier (a major publisher) 
claims between $150 and 
$5000 Canadian

Lowest I found was $65, but 
they don’t actually publish
that journal anymore…

Average is around $2500 
USD, or about $3500 
Canadian



https://www.nature.com/news/open-access-the-true-cost-of-science-publishing-1.12676

The Cost of Publishing



Where does 
the money 
go?

EDITING TECHNICAL 
DEVELOPMENT

ADMINISTRATION

HOSTING SHAREHOLDERS



Where does 
the money 
not go?

AUTHORS PEER 
REVIEWERS



Who actually 
pays APCs?

Universities Libraries

Grant 
agencies

Researchers



Academic publishing industry: 
Top players

Taylor & FrancisElsevier

WileySpringer-Nature

Sage

American 
Chemical Society 

(honourable
mention)

APC 
Deal

APC 
Deal

APC 
Deal

APC 
Deal



DISCOUNTS!
•American Chemical Society Journals: $250 USD flat discount

•Cambridge University Press Journals: For 2022-2024, U of G 

corresponding authors can publish open access at no charge in Cambridge

hybrid and gold journals. This includes the following article types: research 

articles, review articles, rapid communications, brief reports, and case reports. The APC waiver is 

automatically applied when authors indicate their U of G affiliation during the submission process.

•Canadian Science Publishing (NRC Press) Journals: 25% discount on all subscription-based 

journals for U of G corresponding authors.

•Elsevier: As per the CRKN agreement, from January 2021 to December 2023, U of G 

corresponding authors are eligible for a 20% APC discount for both hybrid and gold Elsevier 

journals (Cell Press, Lancet, and some other society-owned journals are excluded). Authors must 

specify their U of G affiliation in the publisher’s journal workflow.

•Institute of Physics: For 2022-2024, U of G corresponding authors can publish open access at 

no charge in IOP gold and hybrid journals (see journal list and author guide).

•MDPI Journals: 10% discount

•PLOS Biology and PLOS Medicine: As of January 1, 2021, U of G authors can publish in PLOS 

Biology or PLOS Medicine without paying APC charges, as a result of our participation in 

the PLOS Community Action Publishing Program. Other PLOS journals are not included at this 

time.

•Sage Journals: As of January 1, 2021, University of Guelph authors may publish their articles as 

open access in over 900 SAGE Choice journals (journals excluded from SAGE Choice) without 

paying Article Processing Charges (APCs). For most SAGE gold open access journals, a 40% 

APC discount applies. The waiver or discount is automatically applied when authors indicate their 

U of G affiliation during the submission process.

•Taylor & Francis: 25% for Open Select Journals only

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/scholarship-publishing/open-access-publishing/publishing-discounts

https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/crkn-meets-bold-negotiation-objectives-elsevier-renewal
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/sites/crkn/files/2022-02/CRKN-IOP_2021-2024_TitleList_2021-12-17.xlsx
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/submit-under-a-transformative-agreement-guide/
https://plos.org/resources/community-action-publishing/
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/sage-choice-journal-and-pricing-exceptions#Do%20not%20participate
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/sage_gold_oa_discount_eligibility_list.xlsx
https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/scholarship-publishing/open-access-publishing/publishing-discounts


How to Identify the right journal?

Read the journal 
policies and 
articles.

Check to see if it is 
indexed in databases

Search for feedback 
about the journal. 

Ask a Librarian! 



Read your contract!
• You can't negotiate unless you already know what 

the contract says you can or cannot do.
• (Also, Save your contracts! If you have questions in 

the future you will want to refer back to your 
agreement with the publisher.)

Contract negotiation: 
How do I negotiate?



What can you 
negotiate?

Copyright transfer

Article Processing Charges

Permission to upload final version to your website 
or a repository

Allow others to reproduce your work

Length of embargoes

Republish the work later (for example, as part of a 
thesis)



Regarding Graduate Students and Graduate Work:
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

You are required to upload your ETD to The Atrium (the University of Guelph's institutional 
repository)

Including an article you wrote as part of your ETD may be against the agreement you signed with 
the publisher

Some publishers provide this permission automatically

Some publishers will require that you ask

Some will have specific requirements (e.g. embargoes)



SPARC Author Rights



SPARC Addendum
Author retains:

• (i) reproduce the Article in any material form for non-commercial purposes

• (ii) to perform the Article in public for non-commercial purposes

• (iii) to convert the Article by preparing derivative works

• (iv) to make a sound recording, cinematographic film or other contrivance 
by means of which the Article may be mechanically reproduced or 
performed for non-commercial purposes

• (v) to reproduce, adapt and publicly present the Article as a 
cinematographic film for non-commercial purposes

• (vi) to communicate the work to the public by telecommunication for non-
commercial purposes

• (vii) to authorize others to make any non-commercial use of the Article so 
long as Author receives credit as author and the journal in which the Article 
has been published is cited as the source of first publication of the Article. 
For example, Author may make and distribute copies in the course of 
teaching and research and may post the Article on personal or institutional 
Web sites and in other open access digital repositories

Additional commitments: Publisher agrees to provide to Author within 14 
days of first publication and at no charge an electronic copy of the published 
Article in Adobe Acrobat Portable Document Format (PDF). The Security 
Settings for such copy shall be set to “No Security.”

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/doc/EngPubAgree.pdf

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/doc/EngPubAgree.pdf


What is a Predatory Publisher?

•Open Access Journal

•Charges Publication Fees

•Does not attempt to provide Editorial 
Services.



Predatory publishing in the news



How does the scam work?

Trickery Spam

Praise Cheap



Beall’s List is flawed: The impact of being 
incorrectly labelled as predatory 



Who is not a Predatory 
Publisher?

New or Small Journals 
making Honest Mistakes

Legitimate Journals for 
whom English is a 
Second Language



https://library.stonybrook.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/29_infographic-expand.png

Phony vs Legit Publishers



https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Learning Outcomes revisited

By the end of this session the learner will be able to:

1. Locate author rights information and supports.

2. Summarize the benefits of Open Access (OA).

3. List the various areas available for negotiation for academic 
authors.



Questions?

Thank you!

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/publishing-support

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/publishing-support


Resources
Berger, M., & Cirasella, J. (2015). Beyond Beall’s List: Better understanding 
predatory publishers. College & research libraries news, 76(3), 132-135. 
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.3.9277

Bosman, J., & Kramer, B. (2018). Open access levels: a quantitative exploration 
using Web of Science and oaDOI data (No. e3520v1). PeerJ Preprints. 
https://doi.org/10.7287/peerj.preprints.3520v1

Larivière, V., Haustein, S., & Mongeon, P. (2015). The oligopoly of academic 
publishers in the digital era. PloS One, 10(6), e0127502. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502

www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/scholarly-communication/info-for-authors/

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/publishing-support

https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/scholarship-publishing/open-access-
publishing/publishing-discounts

https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.3.9277
https://doi.org/10.7287/peerj.preprints.3520v1
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/scholarly-communication/info-for-authors/
https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/publishing-support
https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/scholarship-publishing/open-access-publishing/publishing-discounts

