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Simons Foundation Seeks Proposals for New Neuroscience
Collaborations

  

Sponsor

Simons Foundation

Description

The Simons Foundation is sending out a call for proposed neuroscience collaborations [1] that
will conduct bold transformational research into how our brains work.

The foundation is committing $250 million over the next 10 years to fund new neuroscience
collaborations. The collaborations will focus on cutting-edge idea-generating research that
focuses on basic principles of brain function. The foundation is particularly interested in
research overlooked or deemed too risky by other funding organizations.

The new collaborations will follow in the footsteps of two existing neuroscience collaborations
funded by the Simons Foundation: the Simons Collaboration on the Global Brain [2] (SCGB),
launched in 2014, and the Simons Collaboration on Plasticity and the Aging Brain [3] (SCPAB),
established in 2020. Both collaborations have spurred meaningful advancements in our
understanding of brain processes.

Researchers with an idea for any such innovative collaboration should submit a vision statement
by March 8, 2023. Such submissions should outline the big idea and related hypotheses the
proposed collaboration will address, including high-level overviews of the methods and
approaches that will be used.

The foundation will prioritize cross-disciplinary collaborations integrating many levels of
analysis, methodologies, ways of thinking and scientific communities. The collaborations should
encourage conversations within and across fields while bringing together diverse groups of
researchers to investigate important questions about the basic principles of brain function.
Investigators in a Simons Collaboration are expected to openly share data, code, analysis
pipelines, protocols and reagents with the broader community. The foundation expects
proposals to include junior investigators and investigators from a diversity of academic
disciplines, genders, races and ethnicities.

Deadlines

If College-level review is required, your College will communicate its earlier internal
deadlines.
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Type Date Notes
External Deadline Wednesday, March 8, 2023 -

12:00pm Applicant must submit Letter of
Intent (LOI): Vision Statements
will be submitted as LOIs in
SAM.

For instructions on how to
submit an application through
our new grants management
system SAM [4], informational
videos can be found here [5].

Invitation to submit full
proposals: June 2023
Full proposals due:
September 2023

Internal Deadline
If Invited: Applicant to submit a
copy of full proposal and
complete OR5 form 7 days prior
to external deadline for full
proposals to: 
research.services@uoguelph.c
a [6]

For Questions, please contact

Administrative Inquiries:
neurogrants@simonsfoundation.org [7]
Scientific Inquiries:
neurocollabs@simonsfoundation.org [8]
Technical assistance:
samsupport@simonsfoundation.org [9]
Monday– Friday:
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. ET

Office of Research

Ornella McCarron, Grants Officer
Research Services Office
519-824-4120 x52832
omccarro@uoguelph.ca [10]
Alert ClassificationsCategory:
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Funding Opportunities and Sponsor News

Disciplines:
Health and Life Sciences
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